


Acknowledgement of Country

I	begin	by	acknowledging	the	Wurundjeri people	as	the	
Traditional	Custodians	of	this	Land,	at	Princes	Hill	
Primary	School.	I	would	also	like	to	pay	respect	to	the	
Elders	both	past	and	present	of	the	Kulin Nation	and	
extend	that	respect	to	other	Indigenous	Australians	
present.



Context
Princes Hill Primary School is an Inner city school in Melbourne Victoria. It is a 
public school with a varied social demographic and parent occupation base.
Current enrolment is 360 children,  and 29  staff members



Designing Schooling from a strong image of the child

What are the outcomes?
Why important to us ?
Who is involved?
Where this occurs?
How it is enacted?



PHPS:  A response to returning to onsite learning after a 
long period of lock down in 2020

Research: After an impactful event communities 
should be guided and supported to reconnect and 
have a sense of optimism, hope, and safety going 
forward.



Overview of Project

DAX Centre // Group of people brought together   - Teachers // Artists// 
School leaders  // Parent Head Space Manager school // Designer Mary 
Featherston.

We learnt the manner in which recovery processes are undertaken is
critical to their success. Recovery is best achieved when the affected
community can exercise a high degree of self-determination and to
contribute actively to the planning and implementation of recovery
activities.



School Community focused healing and recovery strategies to 
enhance wellbeing, connection, belonging, resilience, and learning

Context

Complexity

Community ledCoordinated

Communicated

Capacity

The Six key principles to healing a 
school community that has been 
impacted by an event : Headspace



Research Questions:

Based on an acknowledgement that the community and individuals within that 
community needed a outlet to express the complexity of what they were feeling.

● How are natural events a catalyst for connecting the human experience?

● What is it to be human within nature?



The idea of  a Wellbeing Festival emerged…. a welcoming 
back

Time to reflect on our thoughts and feelings during the Covid 19 lockdown and our lives in that 
time and now, since returning to school.

Provide four languages of creative expression in order to express and to enable the processing of 
the communities experiences.

Enable a sense of hope, resilience and growth as individuals and as a community

The child’s curiosity, action, reflection and voice to drive the experiences and explorations and 
ultimately, hopefully unite a community. 

The children would take on many diverse roles throughout their explorations

Three of the artists were parent members of the school communities and one a partner of a 
community member. We wanted to also give back to the Arts Community that had been impacted 
so greatly in our wider community during this time.



Emily Hayes Sound Residency

Introduction to the artist..

Emily Hayes is a community singing 
leader, voice teacher and performer. She 
teaches music programs across all age 
groups from babies and preschool children 
to adult learners of music.



The sound machine explorations: the child as explorer

Over the weeks of the Residency the students 
constantly discussed what they were hearing 
from news and conversations at home about the 
impact of the virus locally and across the world. 
They wondered about how the sounds of their 
environment changed as a result of COVID and 
the lockdowns.

Students came up with ideas to make a sound 
machine that would capture the virus. They 
explored sound using their bodies, through 
construction and using artefacts that made 
sounds.



Child as researcher

Edward designed a machine which 
can hear the Corona Virus think. 
He said that he needs lights on the 
machine so that we can “do it” at 
night.
The machine has a tube to suck the 
virus in, and then we can study it.



Lulu:  'The virus might sound like ’shshshsh”. Animal ears 

hear better than human ears. Some of the virus might stay 

in the ear and travel through the body.

We can put the sound of the virus into a machine and make 

it loud.'

Sammy: 'We can break the Coronavirus down, put it in 

special pipes. The machine breaks the virus down, puts it 

through a cord, to a pipe, and to a [another] cord,

to a setting thing that makes it need earphones to hear.' 



The Sound Machine:



Tony Yap Dance Residency

Introduction to the artist..

. Tony Yap is an acclaimed dancer, 
director, choreographer and visual artist. 
His work in movement is informed by 
psycho-physical research, Asian 
shamanistic trance dance,  Butoh and 
psycho-vocal experimentations. 



Using the body as a vehicle for expression

We learnt that we all have our own 
language for movement and a 
unique choreography of everyday 
moves. How we think about 
movement can be empowering and 
liberating, and when we express 
emotions through movement we 
have a mode for coping and 
healing.



Masking the self - the child finding a safe means of 
expression

For the older students, there was a reticence to the idea of  ‘dance’.

One big change for the senior students who had had their 12th birthday 
was the necessity to now wear face masks due to the pandemic. How 
were masks changing the way we breathe? There were curiosities about 
the history of mask wearing, not only for protection from disease, but also to 
preserve anonymity.

Students were enthusiastic to create masks and we explored the power of a 
mask to inspire freedom of movement. Here was another avenue for 
expression.



‘The process of mask making felt 
positive and empowering, and 
there was much reflection about 
how we often present a masked 
form of ourselves to the world, 
and indeed a whole mask of 
body language, as a way to  hide 
our true feelings.” Deb Kayser



Darren James 
Photography Residency

Introduction to the 
artist...

‘I notice what I notice’

Darren James is freelance Melbourne photographer, 
videographer and photojournalist and a member of our PHPS 
community. He has a strong interests in humanitarian aid and 
development, healthcare, cultural identity, climate change, 
education, environment, waste management and sustainability with 
a focus on Pacific island nations and South East Asia.

For Darren, photography is more than just a fleeting moment, 
but rather an opportunity to capture something of the time and 
place that it was taken.
A good photograph has a story behind it, and that is what Darren is 
interested in.
A photograph can give the viewer many clues as to what is going on 
with it.

”I like my photographs to tell a story” Darren



The child as observer..
‘I notice what I notice’ (Mira, Year 1)

The feelings, emotions, information and imagination of that photograph allows the 
photographer to transport someone to another place and another time.

Photography raises awareness and enables understanding.

It is about the process of taking the photograph, of composing the photograph, of 
communicating the photograph, that is important. It is about the story a 
photograph tells.



Child as curious observer of the world...

“When something takes your eye and you are 
interested in it, then you notice what you notice…” 
Darren James, Artist in Residence



The potential for curiosity

A range of student led Inquiries evolved and developed from Darren’s 
photography provocations in each neighbourhood and year level.
What brought these individual year level Inquiries together, even though they 
explored wide ranging subject matter, was the roles that each child was able to 
explore throughout. 
What emerged in each separate Inquiry was the range of lenses that children 
viewed their current  world through... as documenter, storyteller, collaborator, and 
curator. The child as a photographer became a multifaceted lens driven by 
curiosity and interest in the people and the changing world. 
Empowered with this new means of expression, and a technical and skill based 
understanding of that means of expression, students were able to record the 
stories of those around them.



The child as observer and documenter..

‘This is what happens when 

you take a photo of a photo 

being taken. “Looking” keeps 

on happening. The layers of 

the photo keep on going. We 

see more from our own eyes.’

Arlo



The child as storyteller…
‘Notice what you notice  - the edge of the camera is a boundary - in some 

way creating boundaries also allows you to make choices.’

Reuben



The child as collaborator
Portraits became a focus in the 3/4 and 5/6  neighbourhoods and a studios was setup . 
In Year 5/6  the portrait  photos became an inspiring display at the Year 6 graduation.



The child as curator

Curatorial groups formed and met with Darren weekly to curate each year level 
for the final exhibition panels. There was much work to do to sort and select 
from the many photographs taken.
Each group became the ambassadors for the exhibition… recognising that 
finding commonalities, capturing stories, and sharing experiences had the 
power again  to connect people together.



The Exhibition panels… “I Notice What I Notice” Mira 6 years

The child’s image of their world: 

“Through this special lens of the camera we saw new things 

in the world. We saw emotions and colour. Colours are felt 

deeply. What the eye of the photographer saw is new things 

in new ways. Like the sunset and house photo – I saw this as 

the Aboriginal flag. I see light and dark and it shows me 

happiness and sadness.”



The Exhibition Panels:  
The final exhibition consisted of five panels. Below is an image of the year year 5/6 panel.



Sarah Rowe 
Collage Residency

Introduction to the 
artist…

Sarah Rowe  

Sarah Rowe is a Melbourne based artist and 
established textile designer. Throughout her 
career, Sarah has demonstrated a strong 
interest in the relationship between, design, 
space and expression. Her recent works 
demonstrate her ability to seamlessly translate 
this interest from one form to another. Painting 
and Textile Design have always been amongst 
her favorite things to do, driven as she is by 
colour and creative expression. Sarah is a 
member of the PHPS community. 



Provocation: 
Kent Morris, Never Alone

Our work with Sarah began after 
an extensive few weeks of 
reflection on our relationship with 
the natural world. This was 
provoked by the Kent Morris 
ACCA installation, ‘Never Alone’ .



Morris says the way he formulated and arranged his image of the heron "creates beautiful 
interconnecting patterns".
“Part of my concept is the interconnectedness of all things, which is a very significant First Nations philosophy that 

for plants, animals, people, landforms, waterways and celestial bodies — we are all interconnected." Kent Morris

From this work and the story underlining it,  students discovered that a deep understanding about 
being connected with nature helped  them to observe stillness and a subsequent connection with 
both the world around them and themselves. 

"Understanding and healing, story-telling and hearing others’ stories, understanding the 

interconnectedness of our lives within our community became the driving force of Sarah’s 

residency.”

Hannah Rother Gelder



Creating a story…. The child as storyteller

Students explored their connection with nature 
using the technique of collage to create a symbol 
that reflected a story of interconnectedness.  
These stories communicated students’ new found 
connection with nature and the realisation that 
these new experiences during Covid have 
changed them in some way.
With the help of Artist in Residence, Sarah Rowe, 
students brought these symbols together creating 
a collaboration that symbolised their shared 
experiences and our return together as a 
community.



The child as explorer 
of the self… 



When we brought our individual stories together we 
created one big story...



This 12 metre panel tells the stories of all the 
children. These stories, collectively, tell one bigger 
story of healing through interconnectedness.



The Stitch Project: the child as community ambassador 
and collaborator...

After completing the mural, Sarah worked for a further term in 
2021 with the students to recreate the mural into cloth. One 
length of this cloth will be hung as a roof curtain in the central 
foyer, the other has transformed into another project, 
incorporating the wider PHPS community.

This length of fabric has become a symbol of the ‘fabric of the 
children’s lives’ through Covid; a canvas that holds the many 
individual stories of connection and interconnectedness. Now the 
canvas is available to the wider community, to further embellish 
and stitch, applique, embroider and make a mark on the surface 
of the fabric to add to the stories. It will take a year to go around 
to each family and will eventually hold the stories of all the 
community.



This project as well as all the other 
projects were launched at the 
Wellbeing Festival, a festival to 
welcome the community back together 
in February 2021.



4 Residencies, 4 experiences, 4 creative ventures, leading 
to countless encounters and projects
one connected outcome…
reflection, belonging, hope, resilience

Each residency had an individual life and identity of its but together they found  ways to 
intertwine and feed off one another. 

Through children’s eyes and creative expressions, the community was given the 
opportunity to heal and connect through each other. 

This gave a conduit for everyone to tap into their own emotions and experience though 
languages of expression in diverse interwoven ways

The child’s voice driving the experiences and explorations and uniting a community.

The Welcome Learning / Wellbeing Festival  at the the start of 2021 celebrated the 
shared experiences.


